STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1921. 


GENTLEMEN. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  29th  Annual  Report. 

In  December  1921  the  Ministry  ot  Health  issued  a  circular  as  to  the 
contents  and  arrangements  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  the  earlier  paragraphs  of  which  will  be  of  interest  They  are  as 
follows  : 

Alterations  in  the  contents  of  Annual  Reports. 

1.  —  I  am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  say  that  he  has  had 
under  consideration  the  question  of  revising  the  particulars  to  be  included 
in  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Hea  1th  by  the  omission  of 
details  as  to  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from  year  to  year  and  the 
curtailment  of  the  information  asked  for  in  certain  years.  It  is  hoped  by 
this  means  to  effect  a  reduction  both  in  the  time  required  by  Medical 
Officers  of  H  ealth  for  preparing  the  Reports,  and  in  the  cost  of  printing 
them,  without  detriment  to  the  principal  objects,  fully  stated  in  Circular  66 
of  January,  1920,  which  the  Reports  are  designed  to  serve. 

2.  —  It  is  proposed  to  give  effect  to  these  modifications  at  an  early 
date  by  the  amendment  or  the  provisions  of  the  County  Medical  Officers 
of  H  ea  1th  fDut  les)  Ord  er  o  f  the  29th  July,  1910  and;the  Sanitary  Offi  cers 
(Outside  London  )  Ord  er  of  the  13th  December,  1910.  w  hich  relate  to  the 
preparation  of  Annual  Reports,  and  in  the  meantime  I  am  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  Council  will  be  so  good  as  to  direct  the  Annual  Report  for 
1921  to  be  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  below. 

Survey  Reports  and  Ordinary  Reports. 

3.  —Annual  Reports  of  a  full  and  detailed  character  (referred  to  in 
this  Circular  as  Survey  Reports^  will  normally  be  required  at  intervals  of 
not  more  than  five  years. 

In  other  years  Medical  Officers  of  H  ealth  should  be  asked  to  prepare 
an  Annual  Report  of  a  more  simple  character  (referred  to  in  this 
Circular  as  an  Ordinary  Report)  including,  as  a  minimum  requirement, 
the  particulars  indicated  in  paragraph  5  of,  and  the  Appendix  to,  this 
Circular. 

4.  — The  Annual  Reports  for  1919  and  1920  will  be  treated  as  con¬ 
stituting  the  first  of  the  series  of  Survey  Reports  ;  and  I  am  to  express  the 
hope  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  expedite  the  completion  of  any 
Reports  for  the  latter  year  which  are  still  outstanding. 
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1.— General  Statistics. 

Area  ...  1444  acres.  Population  (1921)  ...  4809 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  1258,  including  Bungalows. 

Rateable  Value  £19,332. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £64  8s.  4d. 

2. — Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year* 


Births. 

Total 

1  Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

..  95 

51 

44 

Illegitimate 

9 

7 

2 

104 

58 

46 

Birth  Rate,  23  5. 

Deaths 

49 

21 

28 

None. 

76 

None 

None 


Death  Rate,  lO’l. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births 

Legitimate  6,  Illegitimate  2,  Total  8. 

Deaths  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

10  persons  died  from  Ca  ncer. 

3  Infants  died  from  Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

5  persons  died  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  for  many  years. 

3.  Notifiable  Diseases  during:  the  Year. 

Scarlatina,  2.  Diphtheria,  10.  Erysipelas,  1. 

Scarlatina,  2.  Both  these  cases  were  attacked  by  the  disease  in 
December  1920  and  were  only  discovered  in  the  peeling  stage,  having 
contracted  the  disease  while  out  of  the  district. 

Diphtheria:  14  cases  were  notified  but  only  10  had  clinical  symptoms. 
One  case  was  notified  in  January  during  her  stay  in  Kidderminster 
Infirmary.  One  case  was  notified  in  July,  a  girl  working  at  Kidderminster. 

J  he  remaining  8  cases  were  notified  in  November  and  December. 
In  2  houses  there  were  3  cases  each,  in  2  houses  there  was  1  case  each. 
5  of  the  cases  attended  the  same  class  in  Tan  Lane  Schools  :  the  other 
cases  occurred  among  members  of  the  affected  households.  The  throat 
of  each  child  in  the  class  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  3  swabs 
were  reported  positive  :  these  children  were  excluded  from  school  until 
two  negative  swabs  were  obtained  at  intervals  exceeding  one  wee  k.  No 
further  cases  were  notified. 

The  patients  were  treated  with  anti-toxin  and  all  recovered. 

Ages.  1  5  15  25 

5  15  25  65 

2b  6  1  1 

9 


Tuberculosis  :  Total 

Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  10 

4 

6 

Non-Pulmonary  1 

0 

1 

11 

4 

7 

notified  tuberculosis  deaths 

... 

None. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  are 

practically  always  noti- 

fied  but  there  is  reason  to  suppose  it  is  not  infrequently  delayed  as  4  cases 
notified  during  the  year  died  before  the  end  o  f  it.  The  mental  effect  of 
notifying  a  case  as  tuberculosis  is  apt  to  act  as  a  deterrent  to  recovery 
and  lead  to  difficulties  with  employers. 

4.  — Causes  of  Sickness* 

Influenza  of  a  mild  type  was  prevalent  in  January,  February  and 
M  arch,  but  no  case  was  fatal.  In  September  it  again  became  prevalent 
—  still  of  a  mild  type — and  continued  through  October  and  November  :  in 
December  the  epidemic  became  extensive  but  the  type  generally  continued 
mild.  2  cases  both  over  70  years  old,  subjects  of  chronic  bronchitis — ■ 
developed  pneumonia  and  died.  There  was  no  other  fatal  case.  A  few 
gastro-intestinal  cases  occurred  but  the  type  was  chiefly  respiratory. 

Prophylactic  Serum  can  be  obtained  by  medical  practitioners  free  of 
charge  from  the  Medical  Off  icer  of  Hea  1th  but  th  ere  are  very  few 
applications. 

Whooping  Cough  became  epidemic  in  February  in  a  mild  form  and 
continued  so  in  March  :  in  April  the  epidemic  was  sufficiently  extensive 
to  necessitate  the  closure  of  the  schools  affected  for  a  month,  from  April 
11th.  Fro  m  that  time  it  gradually  diminished  and  had  disappeared  by  the 
middle  of  June.  I  here  were  no  fatal  cases. 

In  July  a  few  cases  of  Gefilian  Measles  occurred  but  there  was 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic. 

In  July  in  the  district — and  an  adjoining  one — several  cases  of 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum  occurred;  3  infants  died.  This  was  reported  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  and  an  enquiry  was  held.  The 
midwife  in  whose  practise  the  cases  occurred  was  temporarily  suspended: 
this  at  once  proved  effective. 

5. — Sttmmafy  of  Nofsing;  Afrangfements,  Hospitals  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing:  in  the  Home.  The  Stourport  and  Wilden 
District  Nursing  Association  —  a  voluntary  association — supplies  a  trained 
nurse  whose  services  are  available  to  all  but  are  chiefly  utilised  by  the 
sick  poor  of  the  district.  The  Kidderminster  and  Droitwich  Boards  of 
Guardians  subscribe  for  attendance  on  parish  patients  in  their  respective 
Unions.  1  he  Nurse  also  undertakes  work  under  the  County  Council  in 
attending  the  schools  during  medical  inspection  and  visiting  any  children 
the  School  Medical  Inspector  considers  need  supervision.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  efficient  manner  in  which  she  per¬ 
forms  her  duties  an  d  the  value  of  h  er  services  to  the  health  of  the  district 
cannot  be  easily  estimated. 
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The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  in  regard  to  Midwives, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Day  Nurseries,  School  Clinics, 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases.  There  are  3  Midwives  practising 
in  the  district  of  whom  one  is  subsidised  by  the  County  Council.  There 
is  room  for  another  as,  at  times  the  work  is  almost  too  much  for  them  to 
cope  w  ith. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 
County  Council  : — 

Maternity  ;  None. 

1  uberculosis  :  P rovided  by  the  County. 

Children  :  An  Open-Air  School  is  provided  by  the  County  for  cases 
recommended  by  the  School  Medical  Inspectors. 

Scarlatina  and  Small  Pox:  Arrangements  exist  with  the  Kidderminster 
Corporation  for  admission,  when  required,  of  cases  into  the  Kidderminster 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  An  annual  retaining  fee  is  paid. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  For  Infectious  Cases  :  The  Kidderminster 
Corporation  arrange  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

For  Non-Infectious  Cases  and  Accidents  :  A  Red  Cross  Ambulance 
is  kept  at  the  Castle  Motor  Garage,  Kidderminster,  which  is  avai  lable  for 
all,  no  fee  being  charged  to  poor  patients. 

6.  Laboratory  Work. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  at  the 
County  Laboratory  at  a  fixed  charge.  Bacteriological  examinations  of 
Diphtheria,  Tuberculosis,  I  yphiod  and  Ringworm  are  free  when  the 
specimens  are  sent  by  or  on  behalf  of  Med  ical  Off  icers  of  Health  of 
Local  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County  or  by  Med  ical  Practitioners  in 
respect  of  those  private  patients  resident  in  the  County  who,  by  reason  of 
poverty,  cannot  be  charged  the  stated  fee. 

Diphtheria  and  Influenza  anti-toxins  are  supplied  by  the  District 
Council  free  of  charge  when  applied  for  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

7. — Sanitary  Administration. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  the 
necessary  information  under  this  heading. 

8- — Public  Health  Staff. 

.Med  ical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time):  E.  S.  Robinson. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  :  G.  J.  Edmundson,  M.I.M.  & 
Cy.E.,  Assoc.  M.I.S.E.,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  etc.  full  time  appointment. 

8  men  and  2  horses  are  employed  full  time  in  scavenging,  etc. 
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9. — Housing^. 

The  details  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  this  heading 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Of  the  48  h  ouses  to  be  erected  under  the  Housing  Scheme,  33  were 
completed  by  the  en  d  of  the  year  and  the  rest  are  nearing  completion  at 
the  date  of  this  report  :  m  the  meantime  I  will  only  remark  that  the  houses 
occupied  seem  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  householders  except  in  one 
important  respect — the  Rent* 

The  added  area  has  b  een  inspected  with  the  result  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  houses  are  not  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  :  many 
of  them  are  in  a  state  of  disrepair,  being  very  old,  practically  all  are 
supplied  with  water  from  shallow  wells,  in  many  instances  liable  to 
contamination,  and  have  privy  middens.  It  is  well  to  remember,  however, 
that  until  inclusion  in  this  district,  the  area  was  on  the  boundary  of  a  large 
rural  district  where  such  conditions  usually  obtain  and  where  efficient 
supervision  i.s  almost  impossible.  Probably  the  same  reason  explains  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  Bungalows  have  been  allowed  to  be  erected 
haphazard  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  builders  without  any  definite  view  to  the 
future  developement  of  the  district.  The  water  supply  and  methods  of 
sewage  disposal  are  generally  unsatisfactory.  1  he  matter  is  under  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Council. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  during  my  temporary  absence 
through  illness  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  to  Dr.  W.  A.  W.  Parkes 
who  undertook  my  duties  during  that  absence  and  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  ready  help  he  was  always  willing  to  afford  at  all  times. 

1  am,  Gentl  emen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  ROBINSON. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Stoufpoft  U.  D.  t92t. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

21 

28 

Influenza 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

6 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

— 

4 

Heart  disease 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

— 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth  3 

— 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

— 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

6 

8 

LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


1  he  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  1889. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  1889. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act  1890,  parts  2,  3.  4  and  5. 


Local 


Government  Order  giving  power  to  appoint  Overseers  for  Low 

iVlitton  15/3  9  D. 


er 


Local  Government  Order  giving  power  to  appoint  and  revoke  Assistant 
Overseer  for  Lower  IVlitton,  not  to  affect  present  Holder  9/1/96 

Local  Government  Order  giving  power  of  Vestry  under  sections  3  and 
4  of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act  1869,  for  Lower 
Mitton  9/1/97. 


Local  Government  Orders  giving  power  to  appoint  Overseers  and 
Assistant  Overseer  and  revoke  for  Upper  Mitton,  not  to  affect 
present  Hold  er  o  f  Off  ice  of  Assistant  Overseer  9/1/96  an  d  31/7/96. 

Local  Government  Order  giving  power  of  Vestry  under  Sections  3  and 
4  of  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collection  Act  1869,  for  Upper 
Mitton  28/11/98. 


Opthal  mia 
made 


Neonatorum  Acuto  Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
notifiable  under  Infectious  Di  sease  (Notification)  Act  1889 


9/3/22. 


Publ  1C  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  Section  94  became  operative 
on  14/3/10.  (Pleasure  Boats). 

Local  Government  Board  Order  vesting  appointment  of  Poor  Rate 
Collector  of  Parish  of  Lower  Mitton  in  the  Stourport  Urban 
District  Council  8/4/15. 


Public  H  ealth  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  part  VI.  became  operative 
on  13th  August,  1921  (Recreation  Grounds). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  Section  95  became  operative 
on  7th  February,  1922.  (Acquisition  of  Land). 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


INSPECTOR’S  OFFICE, 

17th  MARCH.  1922 

To  the  Stoufpoft  Urban  District  Council. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  and  other  work  done 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1921. 

During  the  year  377  cases  of  Nuisances  or  infringements  under  the 
various  Ads,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  were  found,  as  compared  with 
359  cases  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  showing  an 
increase  of  18  cases  in  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  377  cases 
were  dealt  with  either  by  verbal  request,  preliminary  notice  or  final 
notice.  Of  the  latter  form  of  notice  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  ten, 
covering  fifty-five  houses,  and  in  one  case  legal  proceedings  had  to  be 
taken  to  compel  compliance  with  the  notice.  The  whole  of  the  work 
required  to  be  done  was  carried  out  and  completed  satisfactorily. 

There  were  no  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Notices  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

During  the  year  145  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  upon  owners 
and  occupiers  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  as  compared  with  134 
Preliminary  Notices  served  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920, 
showing  an  increase  of  11  in  the  year.  As  stated  above,  the  number  of 
Statutory  Notices  served  was  ten,  being  an  increase  of  5  on  the  previous 
year. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

In  compliance  with  Orders  and  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  systematic  inspection  has  been  carried  out  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  during  the  year,  an  d  507  premises  were  visited  and  inspected. 

Complaints. 

During  the  year  12  complaints  of  various  matters  were  received,  and 
attended  to,  as  compared  with  22  complaints  received  during  the  year 
1920.  Of  the  12  complaints  receive  d.  9  were  written  and  properly 
signed,  and  three  were  anonymous.  Of  the  complaints  received  one  had 
reference  to  some  gipsies,  and  the  nuisances  caused  by  them  in  a  field. 
As  the  result  of  notices  served  upon  them,  they  cleared  out  on  the 
following  morning.  Other  complaints  referred  to  a  system  of  drainage 
becoming  blocked  repeatedly.  On  the  drainage  being  examined  tbe  cause 
of  the  stoppages  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  improper  use  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  and  notices  were  served  upon  the  owner  calling  upon  him 
to  remedy  the  defects. 
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Three  complaints  had  reference  to  what  was  considered  to  be  over¬ 
crowding  in  three  cases.  In  all  three  cases  the  rooms  were  measured 
up,  one  was  found  to  be  overcrowded  and  notice  was  given  the  occupier 
to  remove  into  larger  premises,  which  has  been  done.  In  the  other 
two  cases  no  overcrowding  was  found  to  exist. 

The  three  anonymous  complaints  had  reference  to  a  nuisance  arising 
from  the  smoke  coming  from  a  short  stove  pipe,  and  though  the  complaints 
were  anonymous,  they  were  quite  justified,  in  as  much  that  a  rather  bad 
nuisance  was  caused  by  the  emission  of  smo  ke  into  a  rather  confin  ed 
area.  Th  e  nuisance  was  abated  by  extending  the  pipe  to  a  point  above 
the  roof  of  the  adjoining  house,  but  not  until  a  Final  Notice  had  been 
issued. 


Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889;  and 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  sixty-one 
cases  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  showing  a  reduction 
of  thirty-four  cases  The  cases  reported  during  the  year  consisted  of  14 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  1  case  of  Erysipelas,  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
10  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  The  w  hole  of  the  cases  were  visited  from 
time  to  time,  and  both  liquid  and  powder  disinfectants  were  supplied  as 
often  as  required  during  the  time  the  case  last  ed  .  Premises  were 
disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever  in  2  cases;  after  Diphtheria  in  6  cases, 
and  after  Cancer  in  one  case. 

With  regard  to  Cancer,  the  Health  Committee  long  ago  decided  that 
premises  be  disinfected  after  that  disease,  and  if  those  in  charge  would 
give  notice  when  the  case  is  over,  I  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  carry 
out  disinfection  much  more  quickly  than  has  been  the  case  hitherto. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  and 
Regulations  made  thereunder. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seven  Cowsheds,  seven  Dairies 
and  nine  Purveyors  o  f  Milk  in  the  district.  Two  of  the  purveyors  had  their 
cowsheds  and  dairies  outside  the  district.  During  the  year  thirty-eight 
visits  were  paid  to  the  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  eight  infringements  of 
the  regulations  concerning  a  want  of  cleanliness  were  dealt  with,  and 
remedied. 


No  case 


Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1878,  1894. 

of  disease  under  the  above  Acts  was  reported  during  the 


year. 


Scaven§:ing'. 

Since  March  1921,  when  the  staif  was  increased  by  the  addition  of 
manual  and  team  labour,  the  removal  of  refuse  and  other  matters  have 
been  more  methodically,  economically  and  satisfactorily  carried  out  than 
was  the  case  when  casual  manual  labour  and  hired  team  labour  were 
employed. 

Slaug^hter  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
district,  and  of  these  two  are  registered,  and  six  are  licensed.  During 
the  year  forty-eight  visits  were  paid  to  these  places,  and  on  the  whole, 
the  places  were  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Bye-Laws. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  t90L 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  37  workshops  in  the  district.  76 
visits  were  paid  to  these  places  during  the  year,  and  5  contraventions 
were  found  and  dealt  with  as  nuisances.  Each  of  the  contraventions 
consisted  of  a  want  of  cleanliness  and  limewashing.  The  work  required 
to  be  done  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

The  following  are  the  workshops  in  the  district  :  ~ 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Boat  Builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Car  Body  Builders  ...  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  37 


No  case  of  outworker  has  been  reported,  and  no  complaint  has  been 
received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st  1920,  I 
gave  the  particulars  required  respecting  the  source  of  the  water  supply 
During  the  year  the  supply  has  been  good  both  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity,  and  a  good  pressure  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  vear. 
The  number  of  bouses  supplied  from  the  main  at  the  en  d  of  the  year  was 
1086,  of  that  number  33  are  part  of  the  Housing  Scheme  being  carried 
out  at  Bewdley  Road,  and  6  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year 
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The  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  was  36,252,000  gallons, 
as  compared  with  37,042,000  gallons  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1920,  showing  a  decrease  of  790,000  gallons. 

The  consumption  of  water  by  Meter  was  8,  997,000  gallons  as 
compared  with  10,94T000  gallons  for  the  year  ending  December  3J8t, 

1920,  showing  a  decrease  of  i,  944,000  gallons. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  has  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year.  The  new  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed  by  means  of  the 
automatic  flushing  chambers  provided,  and  the  old  sewers  which  now  act 
as  storm  water  sewers  are  periodically  flushed  during  dry  weather. 

The  Bridge  Street  sewer  discharges  into  a  tank  in  the  Severn 
Meadow,  the  tank  being  cleaned  out  at  regular  intervals  of  three  months. 

Canal  Boats  Acts^  1877,  1884. 

During  the  yer  ending  December  31st,  1921,  the  arrangements 
made — as  in  previous  years — for  the  inspection  of  Canal  Boats,  consist 
of  visiting  the  canal  and  basins  once  in  each  week  and  inspecting  such 
boats  as  may  be  lying  in  the  canal  and  basins.  In  addition  to  this  weekly 
visit,  canal  boats  are  inspected  at  every  opportunity.  By  these  arrange¬ 
ments,  69  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year.  On  the  21st  July, 

1921,  th  e  canal  boat  “Kinver,’  registered  at  Gloucester,  No.  357,  was 
met  with,  and  found  to  have  two  children  of  school  age  on  board,  their 
ages  being  4  and  11|  years.  The  case  I  found  was  being  dealt  with  by 
the  Canal  Boats  Inspector  at  Gloucester. 

The  remainder  of  the  boats  met  with  were  found  to  be  quite  satis¬ 
factory  in  all  respects.  With  regard  to  the  carrying  of  child  ren  on  canal 
boats,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  informed  me  there  would  be 
regulations  made  respecting  children  on  canal  boats,  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  those  regulations  have  been  made,  or  are  in  force.  During  the  year, 
the  only  canal  boat  met  with  having  children  on  board  is  the  above- 
mentioned. 

The  boats  met  with  were  worked  as  follows  : — 

58  were  worke  d  by  men  only,  11  were  worked  by  man  and  wife. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts. 

Since  the  Liverpool  Virus  was  set  for  the  destruction  of  rats,  the 
Gravel  Pit  has  been  visited  on  many  occasions  during  the  year,  but  no 

rats  have  been  seen  and  no  complaints  have  been  made. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK 
Done  during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1921. 

Housingf  and  Town  Planning  Act 


Pr  emises  visited  and  inspe  cted  •••  507 

Work  in  progress:  visits  thereto  •  ...  ...  199 

Meetings  of  and  visits  with  owners  ...  58 

,,  agents  ...  ••  26 
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Number  of  bouses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  closing  Orders  164 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  I 

Number  of  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  33 

Infectious  Disease. 


Number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  reported 

27 

,,  visits  thereto 

<  »  * 

62 

,,  premises  disinfected 

9 

Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspection  and 

Notices  served. 

Number  of  houses  cleansed 

62 

Number  of  houses  cleansed  after  Infectious  Disease 

8 

Number  of  floors  repaired 

22 

Number  of  floors  relaid 

— 

Number  of  walls  repaired 

32 

Number  of  walls  rebuilt 

— 

Number  of  roofs  repaired 

60 

Number  of  chimneys  repaired 

12 

Number  of  firegrates  repaired 

7 

Number  of  firegrates  renewed 

6 

External  walls  tarred,  or  otherwise  treated 

2 

Windows  made  to  open 

18 

Pantries  lighted  and  ventilated 

10 

Pantry  floors  relaid 

9 

Gutters  and  downspouts  renewed  ... 

18 

Dangerous  buildings  demolished 

— 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired 

24 

Number  of  dust-bins  provided 

45 

Sculleries.  Water  Closets,  &c. 

Number  of  sculleries  limewashed 

15 

Number  of  floors  relaid 

— 

Number  of  floors  repaired 

8 

Number  of  W.C’s.  limewashed 

14 

Number  of  W.C.  floors  relaid 

Number  of  W.C.  floors  repaired 

8 

Number  of  washing  boilers  repaired  or  renewed 

9 

Number  of  sinks  and  sink  wastes  fixed 

12 

Number  of  additional  sculleries  provided 

.  .  . 

— 

House  Drainage. 

Number  of  drains  laid  or  relaid 

19 

Number  of  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 

19 

Number  of  drains  tested 

19 

Number  of  obstructed  drains  cleared 

20 

12 


Number  of  Inspection  Chambers  provided  .  .  ...  5 

Number  of  Inspection  Chambers  with  interceptors  ...  5 

Number  of  W.C  pedestals  fixed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  o  f  additional  W.C’  s  provided  ...  ...  — 

Number  o  f  W.C’s  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...^  ...  — 

Number  of  fresh  water  flushed  closets  ...  ...  781 

Number  of  hand  flushed  closets  ...  ...  •••  — 

Number  of  wastewater  flushed  closets  ...  ...  — • 

Pavingf. 

Paving  to  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  paved  approaches  to  outbuildings  ...  ...  — 

Other  Nuisances. 

Numb  er  of  cases  of  pig  keeping  abated  •••  ...  6 

Number  of  fowl  keeping  nuisances  abated  ...  ... 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  ...  9 

Scavenging. 

Number  of  houses  from  which  refuse  is  removable  ...  1172 

Number  of  ashpits  clean  sed  ...  ...  ...  833 

Number  of  dust-bins  em  ptied  ...  •••  ...  18425 

Number  of  loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  1023 

Number  of  cess  pools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  16 

.Number  of  privies  emptied  ...  ...  ...  70 

Number  of  middens  emptied  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  loads  removed  ...  ...  ...  159 

Water  Supply. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  the  year  1086 

Number  of  samples  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  with  contaminated  supplies  dealt  with  ...  — 

Number  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  f 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  inspections  m  ade  ...  ...  ...  48 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  under  supervision  37 

Number  of  inspections  made  76 

Number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  ...  5 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  dairies  registered  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  contraventions  dealt  with  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  district  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  milking  cows  in  district  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  38 

*  Unsound  Food. 

Amount  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  ...  98  lbs. 

Amount  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  98  lbs. 

Legfal  Proceedings. 

Number  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary  conditions  1 

Clerical  Work. 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  157 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  official  letters  written  ...  ...  ...  252 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  an  d  Gentl  emen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  J.  EDMUNDSON. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Council, 

A.  D.  CAPEL  LOFT, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 

3rd  May,  1922. 
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